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States the family spent about three months in Racine, Wisconsin, and in October, 1853, came to 

Winneshiek county, Iowa, settling in Frankville township. This district was then upon the frontier 

and few settlements had been made within the borders of the county. Much of the land was still in 

possession of the government and Magnus Anderson, or Linnevold, entered a claim constituting 

the farm upon which his son George now resides. He at once began to cultivate the land and in 

time brought it to a high state of cultivation, he and his wife spending their remaining days upon 

this place. The latter died September 5, 1866, at the age of fifty-eight years, while the father reached 

the venerable age of ninety-two years, passing away May 29, 1897. He had learned and followed the 

carpenter's trade in his native country and he also worked at carpentering in Iowa in connection 

with farming. He had one hundred and sixty acres in the old homestead, together with forty acres 

of timber in Glenwood township. His religious faith was that of the Lutheran church and his 

political belief that of the republican party, to which he gave stanch support after becoming a 

naturalized American citizen. Unto him and his wife were born seven children: Celia, the wife of 

Juul Skarie, of Fillmore county, Minnesota; George M.; Caroline, who is the widow of Ole Steen 

and resides at Forest City, Iowa; Andrew, who enlisted in Company G, Twelfth Iowa Volunteer 

Infantry, for service in the Civil war and was mortally wounded at the battle of Corinth, his death 

occurring a month later in a hospital at Keokuk. Iowa; Ingeborg, the wife of Martin Swen-son, of 

Fillmore county, Minnesota; Johanna, the wife of W. O. Hanson, of Forest City, Iowa; and Ole, who 

for twenty-five years was a traveling salesman for a Chicago house, but died in Forest City in 1911. 

George M. Anderson was a youth of about seventeen years when brought by his parents 

to the new world, and since that time he has resided continuously upon the farm on section 

7. Frankville township, which is now his home. The only interruption to his activities as an 

agriculturist came at the time of the Civil war, when he enlisted in August, 1862, as a member 

of Company E, Thirty-Eighth Iowa Volunteer Infantry, under Captain Henry Cleghorn. He 

served until the close of the war and was mustered out at Houston, Texas, on the 15th of 

August, 1865. He took part in all of the engagements with his company, including a number 

of hotly contested battles. Going to the front as a corporal he returned as a sergeant and his 

military record was ever a most creditable one. 

After his return from the war Air. Anderson resumed farming, which he followed until two years 

ago, when he suffered a fall, which injury caused him the loss of his eyesight. He is still the owner 

of the two hundred acre farm which his father owned and the place is devoted to general farming 

and stock-raising. It has been well improved by Mr. Anderson, who year by year carefully tilled the 

fields and gathered good crops. On one occasion his home was destroyed by fire, but he 

immediately rebuilt, erecting a modern and attractive residence which is one of the fine homes of 

the township. 

On the 23d of December, 1865, Mr. Anderson was united in marriage to Miss Johanna Jacobson, 

who was born in Norway, August 14, 1842, and. in 1853 came to the United States with her parents, 

Johannes and Olina Sivesseind, who remained residents of this county until called to their final 

rest, the father passing away in 1889 at the age of eighty-two years and the mother in 1895 at the 

age 


